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most elegant fictions of common life we ever remember to have
met with.

Sir Walter Elliot, a silly and conceited baronet, has three
daughters, the eldest two, unmarried, and the third, Mary,
the wife of a neighbouring gentleman, Mr. Charles Musgrove,
heir to a considerable fortune, and living in a genteel cottage
in the neighbourhood of the Great house which he is hereafter
to inherit. The second daughter, Anne, who is the heroine,
and the only one of the family possessed of good sense (a
quality which Miss Austin is as sparing of in her novels, as we
fear her great mistress, Nature, has been in real life), when
on a visit to her sister, is, by that sort of instinct which generally
points out to all parties the person on whose judgment and
temper they may rely, appealed to in all the little family
differences which arise, and which are described with infinite

spirit and detail.

*          #          *           *

We ventured, in a former article, to remonstrate against
the dethronement of the once powerful God of Love, in his
own most especial domain, the novel; and to suggest that,
in shunning the ordinary fault of recommending by examples
a romantic and uncalculating extravagance of passion, Miss
Austin had rather fallen into the opposite extreme of exclu-
sively patronizing what are called prudent matches, and too
much disparaging sentimental enthusiasm. We urged, that,
mischievous as is the extreme on this side, it is not the one
into which the young folks of the present day are the most
likely to run : the prevailing fault is not now, whatever it
may have been, to sacrifice all for love :

Venit enim magnum donandi parca juventus,
Nee tantum Veneris quantum studiosa culinae.

We may now, without retracting our opinion, bestow
unqualified approbation; for the distresses of the present
heroine all arise from her prudent refusal to listen to the
suggestions of her heart. The catastrophe, however, is happy,
and we are left in doubt whether it would have been better
for her or not, to accept the first proposal; and this we conceive
is precisely the proper medium ; for, though we would not have
prudential calculations the sole principle to be regarded in
marriage, we are far from advocating their exclusion. To